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Under federal law, colleges and universities must provide students with disabilities reasonable accommodations and access to the educational environment. Disability

Support Services (DSS) personnel from North Dakota State University (NDSU) requested assistance from the University of North Dakota's Occupational Therapy Program in developing a process that could be used by their department to meet the mandates through the use of assistive technology. The overall goal of NDSU DSS personnel is to facilitate use of the assistive technology lab and services on campus. The purpose of this project was for a team of 3 occupational therapy students to assist the DSS staff at NDSU to meet their goal. Methods to accomplish this goal included a series of meetings with the NDSU DDS staff and an extensive review of current literature to identify "best practice" for use of assistive technology to meet needs of students with disabilities in a higher education setting. Protocols were developed to identify assistive technology device and training needs of individual students with disabilities in order to maximize their educational potential in higher education. A resource binder and recommendations for additional assistive technology were provided. Overall, it is important to have a process in place to identify student's needs for services/devices in post-secondary education to create a positive environment for student learning. Additionally, it is also important to have students, faculty, and DSS trained in the area of assistive technology to support and facilitate student use.

