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Business innovation is an area sparsely addressed nationally in occupational therapy

(O.T.) education but it is becoming increasingly important to the future of O.T. O.T. is facilitating and supporting a movement toward new arenas of practice in non-traditional settings. One of these emerging practice areas is consultation for the design of new buildings and for the renovation of old, in order to ensure compliance with ADA accessibility guidelines. Through communication with a local architectural firm, it was found that this service is not only appropriate but also necessary. Consultation with an

O.T. entrepreneur, that is a practicing architectural consultation on the east coast, provided valuable guidance and mentorship in this endeavor as well. A review of the literature and the completion of a needs assessment have resulted in the design of a program plan and a proposed business plan for use as a resource guide for a potential entrepreneur. The business plan includes strategies for marketing, financial management and day-to-day operations. This project enabled an opportunity for the students to explore, design and evaluate a program of O.T. practice in a non-traditional area. It provided an incomparable learning experience into the process of entrepreneurship, management and small business.

