An Evidence-Based Occupational Therapy Intervention Protocol for Individuals with Post-Stroke Unilateral Neglect. Sarah Fischer,. & Jan Stube, Department of Occupational Therapy, University of North Dakota School of Medicine & Health Sciences, 501 North Columbia Road, Grand Forks, ND 58202

Purpose: The purpose of this study is to identify effective outcome measures and interventions in regards to unilateral neglect syndrome (UNS) which frequently occurs post-stroke. UNS is the failure to respond or orient to stimuli presented contralateral to a brain lesion and is often associated with visual deficits (Trombly & Radomski, 2002). In order for an individual to function as independently as possible, occupational therapy intervention is necessary to enhance the individual's functional capacity regarding areas of occupation (i.e. dressing and grooming tasks) commonly affected by UNS. 

Method: The procedure of this study included an extensive literature review of current information addressing the occurrence of UNS as a result of a stroke. Due to the information collected through the literature review, effective methods of intervention and outcome measures were identified. The final product includes effective occupational therapy interventions for individuals experiencing UNS, along with useful methods to measure change in one's ability to complete functional tasks. 

Summary of Results: A variety of effective occupational therapy interventions have been selected for the production of the Unilateral Neglect Protocol:   An Evidence-Based Occupational Therapy Intervention Protocol for Individuals Post-Stroke. Also, valuable outcome measures were identified for use with the chosen interventions. 

Conclusion: As a result of this scholarly project, occupational therapy intervention will be more client-centered and, therefore, beneficial to address the needs of individuals affected by UNS.

