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The purpose of the scholarly project was to provide parents of children with autism an educational manual that has an emphasis on autistic behaviors, the sensory systems and sensory integration intervention techniques and strategies. The procedure included a literature review focusing on background information on autism, sensory integration interventions for children with autism and parental issues about caring for a child with autism. Information was also obtained by talking to professionals, including occupational therapists, currently working with children who have autism The literature indicates parental concerns include understanding their child's behaviors, and treatment techniques and strategies to use in the home environment. Positive results when using sensory integration intervention strategies when treating children with autism are also described within the literature. Based on the literature reviewed, we have applied the information to occupational therapy practice and developed an educational manual for parents of children with autism. The purpose of the manual is to educate parents and to provide information about sensory integration treatment The manual includes: background information about autism and how this disorder can affect the sensory systems, information about why a child may exhibit certain behaviors, sensory integration techniques and strategies that can be used at home under the direction of an occupational therapist, and references that may be helpful to parents when caring for a child with autism.

