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The purpose of this scholarly project was to determine the need that exists in the area of children's play and playgrounds focusing specifically on children with special needs.
The procedure included an extensive and thorough review of literature regarding typical play
development, barriers and supports at playgrounds, and the experiences that children with disabilities have at playgrounds. It was found that there is a mismatch between the design of playgrounds and the usability by children with disabilities. Often these children feel isolated from their peers during open play time because of physical and psychosocial barriers that exist.
The information gained was used to create a resource manual for teachers, caregivers and builders toassist in creating a supportive, barrier-free playground to promote inclusion of all children on playgrounds. It consists of areas to consider when building a playground,
resources for more information, and games and strategies to improve social development and
teamwork among all children on the playground.
