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The intent of this scholarly project was to develop a protocol that could be used by all occupational therapists in evaluating the elderly population for the abilities necessary for driving. The number of elderly individuals is increasing rapidly in the United States. Fain (2003) projected that in twenty years; more than 25 of the driving population will be over the age 65. For many older drivers, driving is an occupation and the gateway to other activities. Following a literature review of the topic of older drivers and the accompanying clinical assessment issues, a protocol was designed to guide the occupational therapy assessment process. This protocol will fill the need for a comprehensive screening tool, in rum, guiding therapy to provide the older client with the necessary tools to achieve and/or maintain safe, maximum independence in this important daily living activity.

