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Forensic programs and protocols in the United States are poorly developed and to date there is limited research on this topic by various professions, including occupational therapy (Lloyd, 1995). There is evidence of the growth of occupational therapy in the practice area of forensic psychiatric practice (Lloyd, 1995).   With the growth comes the acknowledgement that Occupational Therapists are entering a practice area with limited information as to effective and efficient evaluation, and treatment intervention. Occupational therapists have the necessary skills to meet these needs and to be involved in vocational training, community reintegration, and social participation. For this scholarly project a literature review was conducted to: 1) identify and present the competency skills occupational therapists possess which can enable them to be effective and efficient in a forensic setting, 2) identify and present priority areas for intervention to increase opportunities for success in positive and productive endeavors and 3) to match the information identified in one or two for a framework of occupational therapy intervention. The result of this project is a protocol that can be utilized by Occupational Therapists in the practice area of forensic psychiatric practice. This would add to the limited body of knowledge in regard to occupational therapy services for this practice area. Ultimately, if used, it could contribute to more effective and efficient service contributing to the success of those it is designed for.

