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The inability to take in, integrate and have a meaningful response to sensory stimulation is sensory integration disorder or dysfunction (SID) "Approximately 10 of the pediatric population in the United States have severe over or under responsiveness to sensory stimuli that interferes with daily life activities" (p.442). McMarthy states (20010), "If caught in time, evaluated properly, and given appropriate occupational therapy, vast improvements in your child's developmental progress can be accomplished" (p.5). An extensive and thorough review of literature on normal sensory integration development, sensory integration dysfunction, and sensory integration intervention strategies was conducted. The literature suggests that the earlier the dysfunction is recognized and intervention begins, the better the prognosis will be for the child. The goal of the project was to develop a protocol for use by occupational therapists. The protocol includes various intervention strategies and guidelines that may be useful in treating children with sensory integration dysfunction. The main focus of the protocol is on intervention with children ages birth to three years, but may be helpful for children of all ages. The protocol is not designed to be a specific outline for treatment as every child is different and has different sensory needs; however, it is designed to give an occupational therapist ideas and strategies to be used, but it is up to the therapist to determine the child's sensory profile and needs. Sensory integration intervention strategies should only be used to treat children if the practitioner had had extensive training in this specialized area.

