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The purpose of this scholarly project was to identify specific needs for sportspeople with disabilities, and to develop a unique way that occupational therapy could provide services to this population. To accomplish this, an extensive literature review was conducted to describe the existing population of sportspeople with disabilities, look at the possible benefits of hunting and fishing activities, find gaps in existing services, and present occupational therapy skills that qualify for service in this area. It was found that gaps in services are primarily due to social barriers and that some areas of the U.S. remain to be poor supporters of these interests. Based upon the literature, a protocol was developed that presented a business plan for providing widespread services, and a training manual providing information and instructions for people who are assisting a sportsperson with a disability to participate in hunting or fishing activities. Through the completion of this scholarly project it is believed that occupational therapists have the skills and the professional background to provide needed services in areas where state programs are insufficient and there is a lack of hunting and fishing organizations who support sportspeople with disabilities.  These services could be provided through consultation, training, and adaptive equipment rental, to individuals, guided hunting and fishing businesses, and local disability organizations.

