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The purpose of this scholarly project was to create a teaching unit pertaining to autism for first year occupational therapy students. The teaching unit will expand upon the material currently included in the present curriculum. The information provided will be beneficial to students as they prepare for their fieldwork experiences. Topics including history, causes, prevalence, symptomology, differential diagnosis, prognosis, assessment, intervention, interdisciplinary roles, and family education were researched to create a detailed review of literature. That literature was the basis of the teaching unit. A teaching unit that included a power point presentation, student handouts, a case study activity, and sample exam questions was developed for classroom use. The format of the unit is a 4 hour lab/lecture, and covers issues with autism from the occupational therapy perspective. The outcome of this project /teaching unit is the provision of course materials that give students an understanding of autism, how autism differs from other pervasive developmental disorders, and optional approaches to use for assessment and intervention.

