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The purpose of this scholarly project was the preparation and submission of a grant proposal to the National AgrAbility Program, adhering to the FY2004 guidelines for new applicants. The proposal was developed in collaboration with the University of Wyoming Cooperative Extension Service and Wyoming Independent Living Rehabilitation to secure funding for an AgrAbility project. The AgrAbility program was designed to provide for the unmet needs of individuals with disabilities in agriculture production. It also focused on proposing the use of occupational therapy services in the design and implementation of an intervention program to fulfill the needs of this population. The procedure for preparing a grant proposal included developing contacts, assessing unmet needs, identifying solutions to increase accessibility, and enhance task performance and independent living skills, with or without modifications, in order to return the individual to the worker role.  Research revealed a high occupational injury rate among agriculture workers, a lack of disability expertise and a lack of services necessary to accommodate disabilities in agriculture. An extropolation of published statistics revealed the need of a unique population that is not currently receiving services, possibly depriving many agriculturalists of the ability to continue productive lives in agriculture. It is important to have a resource such as that provided by AgrAbility, to identify the need for services in the agricultural population with disabilities and to create an opportunity for success and continued productivity despite disabling factors.

