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Universal design is an emerging practice area within the profession of occupational therapy for several reasons. With the movement towards community-based practice, there is an increasing need for practitioners to have the knowledge and skills needed to advocate for more accessible environments so that individuals can remain active within their communities. Also, the increased number of elderly individuals is creating the need to design communities to support independence and active participation. Occupational therapy practitioners recognize the need to create environments that support the occupational performance of all individuals. One way to accomplish this is through the implementation of universal design concepts. The purpose of this scholarly project was to create a resource that could be used to educate occupational therapy students on universal design concepts and how they may be applied to the built environment in order to optimize the occupational performance of all individuals. A literature review was conducted to understand universal design concepts and the 7 principles, examine the impact of the environment on occupational performance, analyze terminology, and reveal the benefits and drawbacks of universal design principles, the information was organized into a Microsoft PowerPoint presentation for the education of occupational therapy students. The scholarly product also includes resources for student learning on the topic of applying universal design to maximize client participation. Key literature findings and an example from the scholarly product are presented in this poster session.

